
Tarot Guidebook 

 
Introduction 
The Tarot is a powerful tool for self-reflection and insight, comprising 78 cards divided into 
the Major and Minor Arcana. Each card carries its own unique symbolism, meaning, and 
energy. This guide will explore each card, highlighting both the positive and reversed 
interpretations, as well as offering tips on how to read the cards effectively. 

Tarot Reading: Origins 

Tarot reading is a form of divination using a deck of 78 cards to gain insight into the past, 
present, or future by formulating a question and drawing and interpreting cards. It has its 
roots in the 15th century, originally used as a card game in Italy called Tarocchi. The 
symbolic and mystical meanings that are now associated with tarot didn’t emerge until the 
18th century when the cards became associated with the occult and divination. 

Tarot began as a game, not as a tool for divination. The earliest tarot decks were hand-painted 
for Italian nobility, and the cards used for readings today (like the Rider-Waite deck) were 
not widely popularised until the early 20th century. The shift from a card game to a spiritual 
tool began in the 1780s when French occultist Jean-Baptiste Alliette (also known as Etteilla) 
published a guide linking tarot with ancient Egyptian mysticism and astrology. 

Symbolism 
Tarot is not just about predicting the future. Many readers use it for personal growth, 
meditation, or as a tool for guidance rather than strict fortune-telling. Every detail in tarot 
cards, from colours to animals to objects, carries meaning. For example, the presence of 
water can symbolise emotions or intuition, while swords often represent challenges or 
conflict. 

Common Tarot Object Symbolism 

Objects found in tarot cards hold specific meanings that enrich the interpretation. Here are 
key objects and their general meanings: 

Animals 

1. Dog: Loyalty, protection, instinct, and faithfulness. 

• Example: The Fool often has a dog representing protection on the journey. 
2. Lion: Strength, courage, primal power, authority. 

• Example: Appears in Strength, symbolising inner fortitude. 
3. Butterfly: Transformation, renewal, the soul’s journey. 



• Example: On The Fool or The Queen of Swords, symbolising change and 
metamorphosis. 

4. Snake: Rebirth, wisdom, danger, healing. 
• Example: The Magician often has a snake, representing the cycle of transformation. 

5. Eagle: Vision, clarity, spiritual power, connection to higher truths. 
• Example: Seen on The World card, symbolising spiritual insight and freedom. 

Objects: 

1. Crown: Authority, enlightenment, spiritual mastery. 
• Example: Appears on The Emperor and The Empress, representing control, power, 

and abundance. 

2. Sword: Conflict, decision, clarity, power of the intellect. 
• Example: Ace of Swords, representing breakthroughs and new ideas. 

3. Cup/Chalice: Emotions, relationships, fulfilment, and spiritual nourishment. 
• Example: Ace of Cups, symbolising emotional abundance and spiritual blessings. 

4. Staff/Wand: Power, ambition, authority, control over life direction. 
• Example: The Magician holds a wand, representing the ability to manifest will. 

5. Pentacle/Coin: Material wealth, health, security, resources. 
• Example: Ace of Pentacles, symbolising new opportunities and financial gain. 

6. Wheel: Cycles, fate, destiny, and life’s ups and downs. 
• Example: The Wheel of Fortune, representing the ever-changing nature of life. 

7. Key: Knowledge, access to hidden truths, opportunities. 
• Example: The Hierophant, who holds keys representing spiritual knowledge. 

8. Rose: Beauty, love, purity, spiritual awakening. 
• Example: Found on The Fool, representing the beauty of the soul’s journey. 

9. Scales: Justice, fairness, balance. 
• Example: Justice, representing the balance of karma and ethical truth. 

10. Star: Hope, guidance, enlightenment, spirituality. 
• Example: The Star card itself represents inspiration and divine guidance. 

Architectural Symbols: 

1. Tower: Destruction, sudden change, revelation, chaos. 

• Example: The Tower, representing abrupt and often unwanted transformation. 
2. Throne: Authority, control, stability. 

• Example: Appears in cards like The Emperor, symbolising dominion and mastery. 
3. Bridge: Transition, connection, crossing into new phases of life. 
• Example: Six of Swords, where the bridge symbolises a journey to a new 

understanding. 



4. Castle: Security, ambition, achievement, status. 
• Example: Appears on The Ten of Pentacles, symbolising financial security and family 

legacy. 
Nature Symbols: 

1. Sun: Clarity, joy, life, success, consciousness. 
• Example: The Sun card, represents happiness, growth, and positivity. 

2. Moon: Mystery, illusion, intuition, the unconscious mind. 
• Example: The Moon card, symbolises hidden fears or secrets and the journey through 

uncertainty. 
3. Mountain: Challenges, obstacles, achievement through difficulty. 

• Example: Appears on The Fool, representing potential hardships on the journey. 
4. Water: Emotions, intuition, subconscious thoughts, purification. 

• Example: Flowing in The High Priestess, symbolising deep intuitive wisdom. 
5. Tree: Growth, life force, stability, wisdom, and family. 
• Example: Appears on The Hanged Man or The Lovers, symbolising choices that lead 

to growth. 
Colours in Tarot: 

1. Red: Passion, action, desire, courage. 

• Example: The red robe of The Magician, symbolises power and creativity. 
2. Blue: Calmness, intuition, truth, peace. 

• Example: The High Priestess wears blue, signifying deep wisdom and serenity. 
3. White: Purity, innocence, spiritual clarity. 

• Example: The white rose in The Fool, symbolises innocence and purity of purpose. 
4. Black: Mystery, the unknown, protection, power. 

• Example: Appears on Death, symbolising transformation and the unknown. 
The Four Elements in Tarot: 
The four classical elements (Earth, Water, Fire, Air) are linked to the four suits in the Minor 
Arcana. Each element brings its unique energy and influences. 

1. Earth (Pentacles/Coins) 

• Symbolism: Earth represents material wealth, stability, and physical reality. 
• Associated Suit: Pentacles (sometimes called Coins or Disks). 
• Focus: Practical matters like work, finances, health, and physical security. 
• Qualities: Grounding, stability, pragmatism, patience. 

2. Water (Cups) 

• Symbolism: Water is associated with emotions, intuition, and relationships. 
• Associated Suit: Cups. 
• Focus: Emotional experience, love, intuition, and inner life. 



• Qualities: Sensitivity, fluidity, adaptability, compassion. 

3. Fire (Wands) 

• Symbolism: Fire symbolises energy, passion, creativity, and action. 
• Associated Suit: Wands. 
• Focus: Inspiration, ambition, and the will to manifest goals. 
• Qualities: Drive, courage, passion, leadership. 

4. Air (Swords) 

• Symbolism: Air represents the mind, intellect, communication, and conflict. 
• Associated Suit: Swords. 
• Focus: Mental clarity, truth, decision-making, and challenges. 
• Qualities: Rationality, conflict, discernment, intellect. 

 

Astrological Symbolism 
Astrological symbols and the zodiac play a significant role in tarot readings, especially when 
interpreting the Major Arcana. Each zodiac sign is associated with specific tarot cards, adding 
an extra layer of meaning based on the qualities of the sign. These connections help readers 
gain insights into the energies at play, focusing on personality traits, timing, and influences 
from astrology. 

Major Arcana: 

1. The Fool (Uranus / Air Element) 

• Astrological Connection: While not directly tied to a zodiac sign, The Fool is 
associated with Uranus, the planet of sudden change, innovation, and new beginnings. 
It also embodies the free-spirited qualities of the element of Air. 

• Key Traits: Unpredictability, independence, originality. 

2. The Magician (Mercury) 

• Astrological Connection: Mercury rules over communication, intellect, and 
manifestation, linking this card to both Gemini and Virgo. 

• Key Traits: Skill, focus, intellect, communication, manifestation. 

3. The High Priestess (The Moon) 

• Astrological Connection: Cancer, ruled by the Moon, is connected to The High 
Priestess. This card reflects the intuition, emotional depth, and the mysteries of the 
subconscious. 

• Key Traits: Intuition, emotional wisdom, hidden knowledge. 

4. The Empress (Venus) 

• Astrological Connection: Taurus and Libra are both ruled by Venus, the planet of 
love, beauty, and abundance. The Empress embodies fertility, nurturing, and material 
comfort. 

• Key Traits: Sensuality, creativity, nurturing, abundance. 



5. The Emperor (Aries) 

• Astrological Connection: Aries is ruled by Mars, known for its assertiveness, 
leadership, and pioneering spirit. The Emperor reflects authority, control, and 
structured power. 

• Key Traits: Leadership, authority, structure, decisiveness. 

6. The Hierophant (Taurus) 

• Astrological Connection: Taurus is connected to The Hierophant through its focus 
on tradition, stability, and spiritual values. The card represents institutions, structure, 
and spiritual guidance. 

• Key Traits: Tradition, wisdom, spiritual authority, education. 

7. The Lovers (Gemini) 

• Astrological Connection: Gemini is ruled by Mercury, representing communication, 
duality, and choice. The Lovers reflect personal relationships and the choices that 
come with partnership. 

• Key Traits: Love, partnership, choices, communication. 

8. The Chariot (Cancer) 

• Astrological Connection: Cancer is connected to The Chariot through its association 
with emotional control and the ability to move forward. The Chariot represents 
determination and emotional balance. 

• Key Traits: Victory, control, determination, emotional strength. 

9. Strength (Leo) 

• Astrological Connection: Leo, ruled by the Sun, is all about courage, confidence, 
and self-expression. The Strength card reflects inner fortitude, compassion, and 
mastery over one's impulses. 

• Key Traits: Courage, compassion, self-control, inner strength. 

10. The Hermit (Virgo) 

• Astrological Connection: Virgo is ruled by Mercury and reflects introspection, 
analysis, and the quest for knowledge. The Hermit embodies the energy of wisdom, 
solitude, and spiritual growth. 

• Key Traits: Reflection, wisdom, introspection, guidance. 

11. The Wheel of Fortune (Jupiter) 

• Astrological Connection: Jupiter is associated with luck, expansion, and cycles of 
life. The card is often linked to Sagittarius, though it also represents the influence of 
fate and the unpredictability of life’s changes. 

• Key Traits: Destiny, cycles, fortune, karma, opportunity. 

12. Justice (Libra) 



• Astrological Connection: Libra is ruled by Venus and represents fairness, balance, 
and harmony. The Justice card embodies these qualities, focusing on truth, law, and 
equilibrium. 

• Key Traits: Fairness, truth, balance, justice. 

13. The Hanged Man (Neptune) 

• Astrological Connection: Pisces, ruled by Neptune, symbolises spirituality, sacrifice, 
and the dissolution of ego. The Hanged Man reflects surrender, new perspectives, and 
letting go. 

• Key Traits: Sacrifice, suspension, new perspectives, surrender. 

14. Death (Scorpio) 

• Astrological Connection: Scorpio, ruled by Pluto and Mars, represents 
transformation, endings, and rebirth. The Death card symbolises profound change, 
transformation, and the shedding of old layers. 

• Key Traits: Transformation, endings, renewal, transition. 

15. Temperance (Sagittarius) 

• Astrological Connection: Sagittarius, ruled by Jupiter, is associated with 
moderation, balance, and higher wisdom. Temperance reflects patience, spiritual 
alchemy, and blending opposites harmoniously. 

• Key Traits: Balance, harmony, patience, spiritual growth. 

16. The Devil (Capricorn) 

• Astrological Connection: Capricorn, ruled by Saturn, is about ambition, structure, 
and material concerns. The Devil represents entrapment in materialism, fear, and 
unhealthy attachments. 

• Key Traits: Temptation, materialism, control, limitations. 

17. The Tower (Mars) 

• Astrological Connection: The planet Mars governs the sudden, disruptive energy of 
The Tower, reflecting abrupt change, destruction, and revelation. This card is often 
connected to Aries and Scorpio. 

• Key Traits: Sudden change, upheaval, revelation, breaking down illusions. 

18. The Star (Aquarius) 

• Astrological Connection: Aquarius, ruled by Uranus, is connected to innovation, 
hope, and spiritual insight. The Star represents inspiration, healing, and hope for the 
future. 

• Key Traits: Hope, faith, inspiration, spiritual guidance. 

19. The Moon (Pisces) 



• Astrological Connection: Pisces, ruled by Neptune, reflects intuition, dreams, and 
illusions. The Moon embodies these qualities, representing the subconscious, hidden 
truths, and emotional complexity. 

• Key Traits: Illusion, intuition, dreams, the subconscious. 

20. The Sun (Sun) 

• Astrological Connection: Leo, ruled by the Sun, represents vitality, joy, and self-
expression. The Sun card reflects happiness, success, clarity, and the warmth of life’s 
positive energy. 

• Key Traits: Success, vitality, joy, clarity, positivity. 

21. Judgement (Pluto) 

• Astrological Connection: Pluto, linked with rebirth and transformation, governs the 
card of Judgment. This card speaks of awakening, renewal, and higher calling. 

• Key Traits: Awakening, renewal, transformation, reckoning. 

22. The World (Saturn) 

• Astrological Connection: Saturn, associated with completion, discipline, and 
mastery, rules over The World. This card signifies completion, wholeness, and 
fulfilment. 

• Key Traits: Completion, fulfilment, achievement, integration. 

Summary: 

Major Arcana Card Zodiac Sign/Planet 
The Fool Uranus (Planet of Rebellion and Freedom) 

The Magician Mercury (Planet of Communication and Thought) 

The High Priestess Moon (Planet of Intuition and Emotion) 

The Empress Venus (Planet of Love and Beauty) 

The Emperor Aries (Zodiac Sign) 

The Hierophant Taurus (Zodiac Sign) 

The Lovers Gemini (Zodiac Sign) 

The Chariot Cancer (Zodiac Sign) 

Strength Leo (Zodiac Sign) 

The Hermit Virgo (Zodiac Sign) 

Wheel of Fortune Jupiter (Planet of Luck and Expansion) 

Justice Libra (Zodiac Sign) 

The Hanged Man Neptune (Planet of Dreams and Mysticism) 

Death Scorpio (Zodiac Sign) 



Temperance Sagittarius (Zodiac Sign) 

The Devil Capricorn (Zodiac Sign) 

The Tower Mars (Planet of War and Action) 

The Star Aquarius (Zodiac Sign) 

The Moon Pisces (Zodiac Sign) 

The Sun Sun (Planet) 

Judgment Pluto (Planet of Transformation) 

The World Saturn (Planet of Discipline and Structure) 

 

Minor Arcana and Zodiac Associations: 

The four suits in the Minor Arcana are also linked to astrological elements, though they are 
not tied to specific zodiac signs in the same way as the Major Arcana. 

• Wands (Fire): Associated with Aries, Leo, and Sagittarius, representing energy, 
ambition, and creativity. 

• Cups (Water): Linked to Cancer, Scorpio, and Pisces, representing emotions, 
relationships, and intuition. 

• Swords (Air): Associated with Gemini, Libra, and Aquarius, representing intellect, 
communication, and challenges. 

• Pentacles (Earth): Linked to Taurus, Virgo, and Capricorn, representing material 
matters, work, and stability. 

 

How to Read Tarot Cards 
Setting the Intention 

1. Prepare Your Space: Create a calm environment. You might light candles, burn 
incense, or play soft music to enhance your focus. 

2. Clear Your Mind: Take a few moments to meditate or breathe deeply. Clear your 
thoughts and set your intention for the reading. 

Choosing Your Spread 

• Single Card Draw: For quick insights or daily guidance. 
• Three-Card Spread: Past, present, future; or mind, body, spirit. 
• Celtic Cross: A more detailed layout for in-depth questions. 

Shuffling and Drawing 

• Shuffle the Deck: Focus on your question or intention while shuffling. You can use 
your intuition to decide when to stop. 



• Draw Cards: Depending on your spread, draw the number of cards required. Place 
them in the designated positions. 

Interpreting the Cards 

1. Initial Impressions: Look at the imagery and symbols. What emotions or thoughts 
come to mind? 

2. Position Meaning: Consider the significance of each card based on its position in the 
spread. 

3. Combine Meanings: Reflect on how the cards interact with each other. Look for 
patterns or contrasts. 

4. Trust Your Intuition: Your personal insights and feelings about the cards are 
crucial. 

Reversed Cards 

• When a card appears reversed, consider its opposite meanings. This can provide 
deeper insights or reveal underlying issues. 

Journaling 

• After your reading, write down your interpretations and any insights gained. This 
helps track your growth and understanding over time. 

 

Additional Tips for Reading Tarot 
Familiarise Yourself with the Deck 

• Spend time with your cards. Meditate on each card’s imagery and symbolism, and 
consider how they resonate with you personally. 

Develop Your Own System 

• While traditional meanings are a great starting point, allow your interpretations to 
evolve based on personal experiences and insights. 

Ask Open-Ended Questions 

• Frame your questions to allow for deeper exploration. For example, instead of asking 
“Will I get the job?”, ask “What do I need to know about my job search?” 

Trust the Process 

• Readings may not always provide clear answers. Trust that the cards offer guidance 
and reflect your current situation. 



Regular Practice 

• The more you read, the more comfortable and intuitive you’ll become. Consider daily 
or weekly readings to enhance your skills. 

Seek Feedback 

• Share your readings with trusted friends or fellow practitioners. Discussing 
interpretations can deepen your understanding. 

Stay Open-Minded 

• Tarot is a tool for exploration and reflection, not a definitive answer. Stay open to the 
messages that arise, even if they challenge your expectations. 

 

Major and Minor Arcana 
The Major Arcana and Minor Arcana are the two primary categories of cards in a tarot 
deck, and each serves a distinct purpose in tarot readings. Understanding the differences 
between them is key to interpreting tarot readings effectively, as they represent different 
types of energies and influences in a person's life. Here’s a breakdown of the main 
differences between the Major and Minor Arcana: 

1. Purpose and Focus 

• Major Arcana: 
o Represents big life themes, significant life lessons, spiritual growth, and 

major transitions. 
o These cards are linked to long-term influences and often signal life-changing 

events or shifts in perspective. 
o They deal with universal archetypes, such as love (The Lovers), inner 

strength (Strength), and transformation (Death). When they appear in a 
reading, they suggest profound spiritual or emotional development. 

o Examples: The Fool, The Magician, The Lovers, Death, The World. 
• Minor Arcana: 

o Represents day-to-day events, practical matters, and specific details of 
daily life. 

o These cards are tied to short-term influences, including minor challenges, 
decisions, and actions the querent might face. 

o They focus on more immediate or situational concerns, such as work, 
relationships, and personal growth. 

o Examples: Two of Cups, Eight of Pentacles, Ace of Swords, Ten of Wands. 

2. Number of Cards 

• Major Arcana: 
o Consists of 22 cards, numbered from 0 (The Fool) to 21 (The World). 



o These cards form the backbone of the tarot deck and are considered the most 
powerful cards in a reading. 

• Minor Arcana: 
o Consists of 56 cards, divided into four suits: Wands, Cups, Swords, and 

Pentacles. 
o Each suit has 14 cards: Ace through 10, and four Court Cards (Page, Knight, 

Queen, King). 
o These cards are often seen as complementary to the Major Arcana, providing 

specific details and context. 

3. Symbolism and Meaning 

• Major Arcana: 
o Deals with broad, archetypal themes such as personal growth, life cycles, 

spiritual lessons, and karmic influences. 
o The cards represent powerful forces beyond the querent's control, such as 

fate, destiny, and universal truths. 
o Symbolism in the Major Arcana is rich and deep, often pointing to a pivotal 

moment or crucial decision in the querent's life. 
• Minor Arcana: 

o Reflects practical, everyday concerns like love, work, finances, and 
conflicts. 

o These cards represent the actions, emotions, and situations the querent can 
directly influence or control. 

o The symbolism in the Minor Arcana is more grounded, representing the 
ordinary challenges, emotions, and decisions people face regularly. 

4. Timing and Longevity 

• Major Arcana: 
o Long-term influences: When a Major Arcana card appears, it often represents 

something that will have a lasting impact or a significant life event that will 
unfold over time. 

o These cards suggest longer-term energy or lessons that could influence the 
querent’s life for weeks, months, or even years. 

• Minor Arcana: 
o Short-term influences: These cards tend to reflect current circumstances, 

temporary situations, or issues that will play out over days or weeks. 
o They provide immediate insights into the querent's daily life and specific 

decisions or actions they can take. 

5. Interpretation in Readings 

• Major Arcana: 
o When Major Arcana cards appear in a reading, they indicate that the querent is 

going through a significant phase or life event. 
o The presence of many Major Arcana cards suggests that the querent is 

experiencing or will soon experience major transformations, spiritual 
awakenings, or pivotal choices. 

• Minor Arcana: 



o The Minor Arcana cards add details and clarity to the reading, offering 
insight into the smaller, more specific challenges or opportunities the querent 
is facing. 

o A reading heavy in Minor Arcana suggests that the querent is dealing with 
everyday matters, rather than long-term shifts or spiritual lessons. 

6. Control and Free Will 

• Major Arcana: 
o The Major Arcana often speaks to energies or events that are beyond the 

querent’s immediate control. These are forces of fate, destiny, or spiritual 
growth that unfold whether or not the querent is ready. 

o While these cards may guide or warn, they generally suggest that larger forces 
are at work. 

• Minor Arcana: 
o The Minor Arcana reflects situations where the querent has more control. 

These cards represent things that the querent can change or influence through 
decisions, actions, or awareness. 

o The Minor Arcana is about free will and how the querent can navigate their 
current circumstances. 

Summary of Differences: 
 

Aspect Major Arcana Minor Arcana 

Focus Major life themes, spiritual 
lessons 

Daily experiences, practical 
matters 

Number of Cards 22 cards 56 cards (four suits of 14 cards 
each) 

Symbolism Archetypal, representing life 
cycles and fate 

Situational, reflecting specific 
actions or events 

Timing Long-term influences Short-term influences 

Control Beyond the querent's control 
(fate/destiny) 

Within the querent’s control 
(free will/choices) 

Themes Transformation, life purpose, 
spiritual growth 

Relationships, finances, work, 
emotions, challenges 

 

The Minor Arcana Explanation 
The Minor Arcana consists of 56 cards in a standard Tarot deck, divided into four suits. Each 
suit contains 14 cards: 10 numbered cards (Ace through 10) and 4 court cards (Page, Knight, 
Queen, King). 
 
4 Suits of the Minor Arcana: 
 

Cups Pentacles Swords Wands 



(Element: Water, Emotions, 
Relationships) 

 
(also known as Coins or 
Disks; Element: Earth, 

Material Aspects, Finances) 

 
(Element: Air, Intellect, 
Thoughts, Challenges) 

 
(also known as Rods or 
Staves; Element: Fire, 

Creativity, Action) 
Ace of Cups Ace of Pentacles Ace of Swords Ace of Wands 
Two of Cups Two of Pentacles Two of Swords Two of Wands 
Three of Cups Three of Pentacles Three of Swords Three of Wands 
Four of Cups Four of Pentacles Four of Swords Four of Wands 
Five of Cups Five of Pentacles Five of Swords Five of Wands 
Six of Cups Six of Pentacles Six of Swords Six of Wands 

Seven of Cups Seven of Pentacles Seven of Swords Seven of Wands 
Eight of Cups Eight of Pentacles Eight of Swords Eight of Wands 
Nine of Cups Nine of Pentacles Nine of Swords Nine of Wands 
Ten of Cups Ten of Pentacles Ten of Swords Ten of Wands 

Page of Cups Page of Pentacles Page of Swords Page of Wands 
Knight of Cups Knight of Pentacles Knight of Swords Knight of Wands 
Queen of Cups Queen of Pentacles Queen of Swords Queen of Wands 
King of Cups King of Pentacles King of Swords King of Wands 

 
4 Court Cards: 
 
The four court cards in each suit of the Tarot (Page, Knight, Queen, and King) represent 
people, personalities, or energies. These cards often reflect different stages of maturity or 
action and can represent individuals, aspects of yourself, or characteristics related to the 
situation at hand. 
 
Card Meaning Personality/ Traits Keywords 
Page 
(also known as Princess in 
some decks) 

The Page is the youthful, 
curious, and learning stage 
of the court cards. It 
represents new beginnings, 
enthusiasm, and the desire 
to explore and learn. The 
Page is the messenger of 
the court, bringing new 
ideas or opportunities. 

Youthful, inquisitive, eager, 
inexperienced, and open to 
possibilities. The Page may 
symbolise someone at the 
start of a new journey or 
project, filled with 
enthusiasm but needing 
experience. 

Curiosity, new 
opportunities, learning, 
potential, communication. 

Knight 
(also known as Prince in 
some decks) 

The Knight represents 
action, movement, and the 
pursuit of goals. Each 
Knight expresses the energy 
of their suit through action, 
sometimes charging 
forward recklessly or with 
great determination. 

Brave, driven, goal-
oriented, and often 
impatient. Knights are 
doers, sometimes rushing in 
without fully considering 
the consequences, but they 
embody passion and pursuit 
of their suit’s qualities. 

Action, pursuit, ambition, 
drive, challenge. 

Queen The Queen embodies the 
nurturing, mature, and 
emotionally intelligent 
aspect of the court. She is 
deeply connected to her 
suit’s element, embodying 
its qualities with wisdom, 
care, and a sense of 
responsibility. 

Compassionate, 
understanding, nurturing, 
emotionally balanced, and 
mature. The Queen often 
represents someone who 
has mastered their emotions 
or skills and is able to share 
that mastery with others. 

Nurturing, emotional 
intelligence, maturity, care, 
support. 

King The King represents the 
most developed and 
authoritative expression of 
their suit. Kings are masters 
of their element, 
commanding and leading 
with experience, 
confidence, and power. 

Strong, authoritative, 
experienced, wise, and in 
control. The King 
symbolises someone who 
has achieved mastery over 
the suit’s qualities and can 
lead others with confidence 
and authority. 

Authority, leadership, 
mastery, control, wisdom. 



 
Court Card Dynamics: 

• Pages represent youth and potential. 
• Knights represent action and pursuit. 
• Queens represent nurturing and maturity. 
• Kings represent authority and mastery. 

Each of these cards can refer to people in your life, aspects of your personality, or symbolic 
representations of situations requiring certain qualities. Their interpretations also shift slightly 
based on the suit (Cups, Pentacles, Swords, or Wands) they belong to, tying them to 
emotional, material, intellectual, or creative aspects. 

 

Card Numbers and Their Meanings 
The Major Arcana and Their Meanings 
 
In the Major Arcana, each card is numbered from 0 to 21, and these numbers hold symbolic 
meaning, helping to further interpret the messages in the cards. The numbers in the Major 
Arcana represent stages of a larger spiritual journey, often referred to as "The Fool's 
Journey", a metaphorical progression of personal growth, enlightenment, and life lessons. 
 
The Minor Arcana and Their Meanings 
 
The Minor Arcana in tarot consists of cards that are numbered from Ace (1) to 10, plus four 
Court Cards (Page, Knight, Queen, King) for each of the four suits (Wands, Cups, Swords, 
and Pentacles). The numbered cards hold significant meanings, with the numbers themselves 
adding an additional layer of interpretation. In tarot, numbers help convey themes such as 
progress, balance, completion, and cycles. 

Aces (1) 

• Meaning: New beginnings, potential, and opportunities. 
• Themes: The Ace in each suit represents the pure essence or root of the element of 

that suit. It’s the seed from which everything else grows, symbolising potential, 
inspiration, and a fresh start. 

• Examples: 
o Ace of Wands: New creative energy or passion. 
o Ace of Cups: A new emotional experience, love, or spiritual awakening. 
o Ace of Swords: A new idea, mental clarity, or breakthrough. 
o Ace of Pentacles: A new financial opportunity or material prosperity. 

 

Twos (2) 

• Meaning: Duality, balance, and choices. 



• Themes: Twos often signify a partnership, decision, or balancing act between two 
opposing forces. They represent harmony, or sometimes the need to make a choice 
between different paths. 

• Examples: 
o Two of Wands: Planning and making decisions about future goals. 
o Two of Cups: Partnership, union, or emotional connection. 
o Two of Swords: Indecision, a need to make a difficult choice. 
o Two of Pentacles: Juggling multiple responsibilities, finding balance. 

 

Threes (3) 

• Meaning: Growth, creativity, and collaboration. 
• Themes: Threes represent expansion, growth, and the results of initial efforts. They 

often indicate collaboration with others, creative projects, or the realization of early 
successes. 

• Examples: 
o Three of Wands: Expansion and looking toward future opportunities. 
o Three of Cups: Celebration, friendship, and community support. 
o Three of Swords: Heartbreak, grief, or emotional pain. 
o Three of Pentacles: Teamwork, skill-building, and collaboration. 

 

Fours (4) 

• Meaning: Stability, structure, and foundations. 
• Themes: Fours symbolise a period of stability and the establishment of a solid 

foundation. However, they can also imply stagnation or being "stuck" in a secure but 
limiting situation. 

• Examples: 
o Four of Wands: Celebration, stability in relationships, milestones. 
o Four of Cups: Discontent, boredom, or contemplation. 
o Four of Swords: Rest, recovery, and taking a break. 
o Four of Pentacles: Control, financial security, or possessiveness. 

 

Fives (5) 

• Meaning: Conflict, challenges, and change. 
• Themes: Fives are often associated with instability and disruption. They represent 

challenges, conflicts, or struggles that lead to growth, as they push you out of your 
comfort zone. 

• Examples: 
o Five of Wands: Competition, conflict, or tension. 
o Five of Cups: Regret, loss, or emotional disappointment. 
o Five of Swords: Conflict, defeat, or dishonour. 
o Five of Pentacles: Financial hardship, isolation, or feelings of insecurity. 



 

Sixes (6) 

• Meaning: Harmony, recovery, and progress. 
• Themes: Sixes generally symbolise a return to harmony after the conflict or struggle 

of the Fives. They indicate balance, generosity, and moving toward more stable or 
harmonious situations. 

• Examples: 
o Six of Wands: Victory, recognition, and public success. 
o Six of Cups: Nostalgia, memories, or reconnecting with the past. 
o Six of Swords: Transition, moving away from conflict, recovery. 
o Six of Pentacles: Charity, generosity, and balance in giving and receiving. 

 

Sevens (7) 

• Meaning: Reflection, evaluation, and spiritual growth. 
• Themes: Sevens are often about assessment, internal reflection, or challenges to 

current beliefs. They suggest a need for introspection or spiritual questioning and 
often represent a turning point. 

• Examples: 
o Seven of Wands: Defence, standing your ground, perseverance. 
o Seven of Cups: Choices, illusion, or confusion. 
o Seven of Swords: Deception, trickery, or strategy. 
o Seven of Pentacles: Patience, investment, and long-term planning. 

 

Eights (8) 

• Meaning: Power, movement, and mastery. 
• Themes: Eights represent movement and taking control over situations. They signify 

mastery, hard work, or sometimes restrictions. Eights often bring themes of 
empowerment or breaking free of constraints. 

• Examples: 
o Eight of Wands: Swift movement, communication, or rapid progress. 
o Eight of Cups: Walking away, seeking deeper meaning or emotional 

fulfilment. 
o Eight of Swords: Feeling trapped, restricted, or limited by circumstances. 
o Eight of Pentacles: Hard work, skill-building, dedication to craft. 

 

Nines (9) 

• Meaning: Fulfilment, completion, and reflection. 



• Themes: Nines signify nearing completion, fulfilment, or self-realization. They often 
reflect personal accomplishments or the final stages of a process. However, they can 
also indicate the need for reflection before the final resolution. 

• Examples: 
o Nine of Wands: Resilience, persistence, and perseverance despite challenges. 
o Nine of Cups: Emotional satisfaction, wish fulfilment, contentment. 
o Nine of Swords: Anxiety, nightmares, or mental anguish. 
o Nine of Pentacles: Independence, financial security, self-sufficiency. 

 

Tens (10) 

• Meaning: Completion, fulfilment, and finality. 
• Themes: Tens mark the end of a cycle, the culmination of events, and final outcomes. 

They can indicate both the completion of something positive or the burden of having 
reached a difficult ending. 

• Examples: 
o Ten of Wands: Burdens, heavy responsibilities, or feeling overwhelmed. 
o Ten of Cups: Emotional fulfilment, happiness, and harmony in relationships. 
o Ten of Swords: Endings, betrayal, or painful conclusions. 
o Ten of Pentacles: Material wealth, legacy, family security, long-term success. 

 

Summary of Number Meanings in the Minor Arcana 

• Ace (1): New beginnings, potential, inspiration. 
• Two (2): Balance, duality, partnerships, choices. 
• Three (3): Growth, creativity, collaboration, expansion. 
• Four (4): Stability, structure, foundations. 
• Five (5): Conflict, challenges, change. 
• Six (6): Harmony, progress, recovery. 
• Seven (7): Reflection, spiritual growth, assessment. 
• Eight (8): Movement, power, mastery. 
• Nine (9): Fulfilment, nearing completion, reflection. 
• Ten (10): Completion, finality, resolution. 

The numbered cards in the Minor Arcana follow a journey from potential (Ace) to 
completion (Ten), representing different phases of development, progress, and challenges. 
The numbers help define the deeper meanings behind each card and how they connect with 
the suit’s overall themes, whether it's related to creativity (Wands), emotions (Cups), intellect 
(Swords), or material matters (Pentacles). 

 

Tarot Pairing Between Major and Minor Arcana 



Tarot pairing is a technique used by readers to deepen interpretations by examining how 
cards interact with one another. When pairing a Major Arcana card with a Minor Arcana 
card, the Major Arcana typically represents larger, overarching themes or spiritual lessons, 
while the Minor Arcana deals with everyday situations and specific challenges. Together, 
they offer a more comprehensive picture of the situation at hand, combining broad, life-
changing energies with the details of daily life. 

Here’s an explanation of how tarot pairing works between the Major and Minor Arcana, 
including examples and common interpretations. 

How Tarot Pairing Works 

1. Major Arcana as the Big Picture 
The Major Arcana consists of 22 cards that represent major life events, spiritual 
lessons, and archetypal energies. When a Major Arcana card appears in a reading, it 
often signifies a key turning point or significant theme in the querent's life. 

2. Minor Arcana as Everyday Experiences 
The Minor Arcana, consisting of 56 cards across four suits (Wands, Cups, Swords, 
Pentacles), deals with everyday experiences and specific details in the querent's life. 
These cards reflect the more immediate actions, decisions, emotions, and challenges 
people face on a day-to-day basis. 

3. Pairing to Build a Narrative 
When a Major and Minor Arcana card appear together, the Minor Arcana card helps 
clarify or illustrate how the energy of the Major Arcana is playing out in the querent's 
life. The pairing can show how the broader, spiritual or life-changing influences of the 
Major Arcana manifest in the querent’s daily reality through the Minor Arcana. 

 

Examples of Tarot Pairings Between Major and Minor Arcana 

1. The Fool (Major) + Ace of Wands (Minor) 

• The Fool represents new beginnings, innocence, spontaneity, and taking a leap of 
faith. 

• Ace of Wands symbolises the spark of inspiration, creativity, and the start of a new 
project. 

Interpretation: This pairing suggests that the querent is embarking on an exciting new 
journey or creative endeavour, full of potential. The Fool provides the larger theme of a fresh 
start and uncharted territory, while the Ace of Wands shows how that energy is manifesting 
as a surge of creative inspiration or an opportunity to pursue a new passion. 

 

2. The Lovers (Major) + Two of Cups (Minor) 

• The Lovers represents choices, relationships, harmony, and deep connections. 
• Two of Cups is often about partnerships, unity, and romantic or emotional bonding. 



Interpretation: This pairing indicates a powerful relationship is forming or deepening in the 
querent’s life. The Lovers card reflects the bigger picture of a significant emotional or 
romantic decision, while the Two of Cups shows this is happening in the form of a 
harmonious, loving partnership. It may suggest soulmates or an important relationship choice. 

 

3. The Tower (Major) + Ten of Pentacles (Minor) 

• The Tower signifies sudden upheaval, destruction, and revelation. 
• Ten of Pentacles represents material wealth, family legacy, and long-term financial 

security. 

Interpretation: The pairing indicates a sudden disruption to the querent’s family life, 
financial situation, or material stability. The Tower signals a major shake-up, while the Ten 
of Pentacles suggests this will impact their sense of security and perhaps involve family 
wealth, inheritance, or business matters. It warns of changes that could dismantle long-
established structures. 

 

4. The Hermit (Major) + Four of Swords (Minor) 

• The Hermit is about introspection, solitude, and seeking inner wisdom. 
• Four of Swords represents rest, recuperation, and mental clarity. 

Interpretation: This pairing indicates a period of deep introspection and healing. The Hermit 
highlights the need for a spiritual or mental journey inward, while the Four of Swords shows 
this is also a time for physical and mental rest. The querent may be retreating from the 
outside world to recharge and find clarity. 

 

5. Strength (Major) + Nine of Swords (Minor) 

• Strength symbolises inner courage, compassion, and mastering fear. 
• Nine of Swords represents anxiety, nightmares, and mental stress. 

Interpretation: This combination suggests that the querent is dealing with significant stress 
or anxiety, as shown by the Nine of Swords. However, Strength reassures them that they have 
the inner resilience and courage to overcome these fears. The pairing reflects the need to 
confront inner turmoil with compassion and bravery. 

 

Common Themes in Tarot Pairings 

1. Major Arcana as Guidance, Minor Arcana as Action 
The Major Arcana often provides insight into the overarching spiritual lesson or 



significant influence in the querent’s life. The Minor Arcana card in the pairing offers 
practical advice or reveals the actions the querent can take in their daily life. 

2. Major Arcana as Spiritual Influence, Minor Arcana as Physical Manifestation 
The Major Arcana represents the “why” of a situation, showing what forces are 
driving events from a larger, cosmic perspective. The Minor Arcana represents the 
“how,” focusing on how these forces are appearing in everyday situations, whether in 
relationships, work, emotions, or conflicts. 

3. Minor Arcana as Specific, Major Arcana as Archetypal 
Minor Arcana cards focus on specific areas—relationships, communication, material 
wealth, or internal struggles—while Major Arcana cards bring in archetypal energies 
or life lessons that guide the situation on a grander scale. 

 

Example Spread Interpretation with Pairing 

Let’s imagine a three-card spread, with two Minor Arcana cards and one Major Arcana card. 

• The High Priestess (Major) + Five of Cups (Minor) + Six of Pentacles (Minor) 

Interpretation: The High Priestess indicates that the querent is in a phase of deep 
introspection and connection to their intuition. The Five of Cups suggests they are 
experiencing emotional loss or regret, but the Six of Pentacles brings a theme of 
balance and generosity. Together, this pairing may indicate that the querent needs to 
trust their inner wisdom to move through emotional loss (Five of Cups) and seek 
balance through giving or receiving help (Six of Pentacles). The High Priestess 
implies that inner guidance will lead them to the right solution. 

Summary 

Tarot pairing between Major and Minor Arcana cards is a powerful way to interpret readings 
by blending large, spiritual themes with specific, real-world actions or experiences. The 
Major Arcana provides the bigger life lesson or transformative energy, while the Minor 
Arcana shows how that energy plays out in day-to-day circumstances. By understanding how 
these two sets of cards work together, tarot readers can give nuanced, detailed insights that 
reflect both the spiritual and practical aspects of the querent’s situation. 

 

 

Tarot Reading Methods 
There are many different tarot reading methods or spreads that readers use depending on 
the question, the depth of insight needed, and the experience of the reader. Each method 
provides a unique way to interpret the cards and their positions in relation to one another. 
Below are some of the most commonly used tarot reading methods and spreads, ranging from 
simple to more complex layouts. 



1. One-Card Reading 

• Purpose: Simple and direct, used for quick guidance or daily inspiration. 
• How it works: The reader draws a single card to answer a specific question or 

provide insight into the querent’s current energy. 
• When to use: For a daily draw, meditation, or when seeking quick and concise 

advice. 

Example: "What should I focus on today?" 

• Card Drawn: The Empress – Focus on nurturing creativity and self-care. 

 

2. Three-Card Spread 

• Purpose: Offers clarity on past, present, and future or any situation broken into three 
key factors. 

• How it works: The reader draws three cards, each representing an aspect of the query. 
• When to use: For general guidance, decision-making, or insight into a specific issue. 

Variations: 

• Past, Present, Future: A popular method to see how events have led to the current 
moment and what lies ahead. 

• Situation, Challenge, Advice: Focuses on understanding the current problem and 
what action to take. 

• Mind, Body, Spirit: Offers insight into balance or areas of improvement in different 
life areas. 

Example: 

• Card 1 (Past): Six of Cups – Nostalgia or past relationships influencing the present. 
• Card 2 (Present): The Hanged Man – A period of suspension, reflection, or feeling 

stuck. 
• Card 3 (Future): The Sun – A positive outcome, joy, and clarity ahead. 

 

3. Celtic Cross Spread 

• Purpose: One of the most detailed and comprehensive tarot spreads, offering deep 
insights into complex situations. 

• How it works: This 10-card spread explores a situation from multiple angles, 
including internal and external influences, challenges, and possible outcomes. 

• When to use: For in-depth analysis, big decisions, or life-changing situations. 

Positions: 



1. Present: The current situation. 
2. Challenge: The main issue or obstacle. 
3. Past: Events leading up to the present. 
4. Future: What may happen next. 
5. Above: The goal or ideal outcome. 
6. Below: The subconscious or hidden influences. 
7. Self: How the querent views themselves. 
8. Environment: External factors affecting the situation. 
9. Hopes/Fears: What the querent hopes for or fears. 
10. Outcome: The final resolution or outcome based on current energies. 

Example: 

• Card 1 (Present): The Lovers – A relationship or choice to be made. 
• Card 2 (Challenge): Seven of Swords – Potential deception or unclear intentions. 
• Card 10 (Outcome): Justice – A fair and balanced resolution will be achieved. 

 

4. Five-Card Spread 

• Purpose: More detailed than a three-card spread but less complex than a Celtic Cross, 
offering insight into challenges and guidance. 

• How it works: The reader draws five cards that are often used to analyse situations or 
provide advice. 

• When to use: For problem-solving or decision-making. 

Variations: 

• Situation, Cause, Solution, Strength, Weakness: Examines the problem, root 
causes, solutions, strengths, and weaknesses. 

• Elemental Spread: Each card represents one of the five elements (Earth, Air, Fire, 
Water, Spirit) for balanced insight into different aspects of life. 

Example: 

• Card 1 (Situation): Five of Pentacles – Financial hardship or emotional struggle. 
• Card 5 (Advice): Nine of Pentacles – Focus on independence and financial security. 

 

5. Horseshoe Spread 

• Purpose: Offers insight into the progression of a situation and advice for the best 
course of action. 

• How it works: Seven cards are drawn in a horseshoe shape, with each representing a 
different aspect of the situation. 

• When to use: For understanding the flow of events and influences on the outcome. 

Positions: 



1. Past: Previous events impacting the situation. 
2. Present: Current situation. 
3. Hidden Influences: Unseen factors affecting the outcome. 
4. Advice: Guidance or recommended action. 
5. Near Future: What to expect soon. 
6. Long-Term Future: What could happen in the distant future. 
7. Outcome: The final resolution. 

Example: 

• Card 1 (Past): The Tower – Recent upheaval or sudden change. 
• Card 4 (Advice): Temperance – The need for balance, moderation, and patience. 
• Card 7 (Outcome): The Star – Hope and healing will follow the challenges. 

 

6. Relationship Spread 

• Purpose: Provides insight into relationships, whether romantic, familial, or business. 
• How it works: Typically involves six cards, with each card focusing on an aspect of 

the relationship dynamic. 
• When to use: For understanding relationship dynamics, improving communication, 

or exploring compatibility. 

Positions: 

1. You: The querent’s perspective. 
2. Partner: The other person’s perspective. 
3. The Connection: The bond between the two. 
4. Strengths: Positive aspects of the relationship. 
5. Weaknesses: Challenges or areas of conflict. 
6. Outcome: The potential outcome of the relationship. 

Example: 

• Card 1 (You): Queen of Cups – The querent is emotionally open and nurturing. 
• Card 2 (Partner): King of Swords – The partner is logical and values 

communication. 
• Card 6 (Outcome): Two of Cups – A harmonious and fulfilling partnership. 

 

7. The Wheel of the Year Spread 

• Purpose: Provides a broad, yearly forecast, with each card representing a different 
month or season. 

• How it works: Twelve cards are drawn, each corresponding to a month or period of 
the year, giving a forecast of what energies or events to expect. 

• When to use: For annual forecasts or a birthday reading. 



Example: 

• January: Ace of Pentacles – A new financial or career opportunity. 
• July: The Sun – A period of success, joy, and fulfilment. 

 

8. Yes/No Spread 

• Purpose: Offers a quick and simple answer to a yes or no question. 
• How it works: A card (or sometimes three cards) is drawn, and its meaning is 

interpreted to determine the likelihood of a positive or negative outcome. 
• When to use: For clear yes/no questions, although deeper context may be needed. 

Example: 

• Question: “Will I get the job?” 
• Card Drawn: Ace of Wands – Yes, a new opportunity is likely to manifest. 

 

9. Chakra Spread 

• Purpose: Provides insight into the querent's energetic body and chakra alignment. 
• How it works: Seven cards are drawn, each representing one of the seven chakras, 

offering insight into energy blocks or strengths in different areas of life. 
• When to use: For spiritual insight, healing, or understanding personal energy flow. 

Example: 

• Root Chakra: Five of Pentacles – Insecurity around basic needs or financial 
stability. 

• Heart Chakra: Queen of Cups – Emotional openness and empathy are balanced and 
strong. 

 

10. Planetary Spread 

• Purpose: A seven-card spread based on the seven classical planets in astrology, 
providing insight into different areas of life (such as love, communication, and 
career). 

• How it works: Each card is assigned a planetary influence, corresponding to specific 
life areas. 

• When to use: For comprehensive insight into various life sectors. 

Example: 

• Venus (Love): Two of Cups – A harmonious relationship. 



• Mars (Action): Knight of Wands – The need for decisive action and enthusiasm in 
pursuing goals. 

 

There are many different tarot reading methods or spreads that readers use depending on 
the question, the depth of insight needed, and the experience of the reader. Each method 
provides a unique way to interpret the cards and their positions in relation to one another. 
Below are some of the most commonly used tarots reading methods and spreads, ranging 
from simple to more complex layouts. 

 
 

Tarot Cards Overview 

The Major Arcana 
0. The Fool 

• Upright Meaning: New beginnings, adventure, innocence, and taking a leap of faith. 
The Fool represents spontaneity and the courage to embrace the unknown, trusting 
that things will work out. 

o Positive: Encourages optimism, starting a fresh journey, trusting the process, 
and taking risks. 

• Reversed Meaning: Foolishness, recklessness, naivety, and poor judgment. The 
reversed Fool warns against impulsivity or not being fully prepared for what lies 
ahead. 

o Negative: Suggests caution, lack of planning, and risk of failure due to 
carelessness. 

 

1. The Magician 
• Upright Meaning: Manifestation, power, resourcefulness, and creativity. The 

Magician shows you have all the tools and skills to bring your ideas into reality. 
o Positive: Represents focus, confidence, and the ability to turn visions into 

reality. 
• Reversed Meaning: Manipulation, deceit, or blocked potential. The reversed 

Magician may indicate trickery or feeling disconnected from one's power to create or 
manifest. 

o Negative: Suggests misuse of power, dishonesty, or lack of clear direction. 

 

2. The High Priestess 



• Upright Meaning: Intuition, mystery, subconscious wisdom, and inner knowledge. 
The High Priestess represents trusting your intuition and connecting with hidden or 
spiritual truths. 

o Positive: Encourages deep introspection, wisdom, and tuning into your 
intuitive side. 

• Reversed Meaning: Secrets, disconnected intuition, or hidden agendas. The reversed 
High Priestess can indicate blocked intuition, ignoring inner guidance, or withholding 
information. 

o Negative: Suggests confusion, superficial thinking, or being out of touch with 
your inner voice. 

 

3. The Empress 
• Upright Meaning: Fertility, abundance, beauty, and nurturing energy. The Empress 

represents growth, creativity, and the nurturing of ideas, relationships, or physical 
well-being. 

o Positive: Suggests abundance, nurturing love, and connection to nature and 
creativity. 

• Reversed Meaning: Dependence, neglect, or creative blocks. The reversed Empress 
can signify stagnation, emotional neglect, or over-dependence on others. 

o Negative: Suggests self-doubt, feeling creatively blocked, or experiencing 
unfulfilled potential. 

 

4. The Emperor 
• Upright Meaning: Authority, structure, control, and stability. The Emperor 

symbolises leadership, discipline, and the establishment of rules and boundaries. 
o Positive: Encourages taking control, setting boundaries, and being a 

responsible leader. 
• Reversed Meaning: Tyranny, rigidity, or power struggles. The reversed Emperor 

may indicate the misuse of power, excessive control, or feeling dominated by 
authority. 

o Negative: Suggests inflexibility, overbearing authority, or lack of personal 
control. 

 

5. The Hierophant 
• Upright Meaning: Tradition, spirituality, conformity, and religious guidance. The 

Hierophant represents established systems of belief, education, and moral values. 
o Positive: Encourages seeking spiritual guidance, following tradition, or 

engaging in structured learning. 



• Reversed Meaning: Rebellion, non-conformity, or questioning tradition. The 
reversed Hierophant can indicate breaking free from old systems or feeling restricted 
by conventional beliefs. 

o Negative: Suggests being overly rigid, dogmatic, or rejecting useful advice. 

 

6. The Lovers 
• Upright Meaning: Love, harmony, choices, and union. The Lovers card represents 

relationships, partnerships, and the choices made in the realm of love and values. 
o Positive: Reflects deep connections, unity, and making decisions aligned with 

your true values. 
• Reversed Meaning: Imbalance, disharmony, or difficult choices. The reversed 

Lovers can indicate conflict in relationships, bad decisions, or an imbalance between 
personal values and actions. 

o Negative: Suggests disharmony, relationship struggles, or poor decisions 
regarding love. 

 

7. The Chariot 
• Upright Meaning: Willpower, determination, and victory. The Chariot represents 

triumph through discipline and strength, as well as forward motion and confidence. 
o Positive: Suggests success through focus, determination, and asserting control 

over challenges. 
• Reversed Meaning: Lack of control, direction, or self-discipline. The reversed 

Chariot may indicate a failure to overcome obstacles, feeling stuck, or struggling with 
focus. 

o Negative: Suggests being directionless, lacking willpower, or giving up on 
your goals. 

 

8. Strength 
• Upright Meaning: Inner strength, courage, compassion, and patience. The Strength 

card reflects the ability to overcome challenges through soft power and resilience. 
o Positive: Encourages compassion, emotional strength, and handling adversity 

with grace. 
• Reversed Meaning: Self-doubt, weakness, or lack of confidence. The reversed 

Strength card indicates internal struggles or feeling overwhelmed by difficulties. 
o Negative: Suggests insecurity, a lack of self-control, or struggling with inner 

turmoil. 

 



9. The Hermit 
• Upright Meaning: Introspection, solitude, and wisdom. The Hermit symbolises a 

period of reflection, soul-searching, and seeking inner guidance. 
o Positive: Encourages deep introspection, solitude, and spiritual exploration. 

• Reversed Meaning: Isolation, loneliness, or avoiding reflection. The reversed Hermit 
can indicate being cut off from others, feeling lost, or avoiding necessary self-
reflection. 

o Negative: Suggests isolation, withdrawal from society, or ignoring important 
inner work. 

 

10. The Wheel of Fortune 
• Upright Meaning: Change, cycles, and destiny. The Wheel of Fortune represents the 

ups and downs of life and the constant flow of events, often signalling good luck or a 
turning point. 

o Positive: Encourages embracing change, trusting the process, and recognizing 
life's cyclical nature. 

• Reversed Meaning: Bad luck, resistance to change, or unexpected setbacks. The 
reversed Wheel of Fortune can indicate feeling stuck in a negative cycle or being 
unprepared for a shift in fortune. 

o Negative: Suggests misfortune, stagnation, or the inability to break free from 
repetitive patterns. 

 

11. Justice 
• Upright Meaning: Fairness, truth, balance, and legal matters. Justice represents the 

search for truth and fairness in all aspects of life, including personal decisions and 
societal judgments. 

o Positive: Suggests balance, making fair decisions, and seeking truth and 
honesty. 

• Reversed Meaning: Injustice, dishonesty, or imbalance. The reversed Justice card 
can indicate legal complications, unfairness, or personal dishonesty. 

o Negative: Suggests dishonesty, bias, or unfair outcomes in situations 
involving justice. 

 

12. The Hanged Man 
• Upright Meaning: Surrender, letting go, and new perspectives. The Hanged Man 

signifies the need to pause, reflect, and gain a new outlook on a situation by stepping 
back. 



o Positive: Encourages taking time to reflect, gaining new insights, and 
releasing control. 

• Reversed Meaning: Stagnation, resistance, or delay. The reversed Hanged Man can 
suggest being stuck, refusing to see things differently, or delaying necessary change. 

o Negative: Suggests procrastination, fear of change, or clinging to old ways. 

 

13. Death 
• Upright Meaning: Transformation, endings, and new beginnings. The Death card 

symbolises the end of one phase and the start of another, often reflecting profound 
change. 

o Positive: Encourages embracing change, letting go of the past, and welcoming 
new opportunities. 

• Reversed Meaning: Resistance to change, stagnation, or holding on to the past. The 
reversed Death card can indicate fear of transformation, or being stuck in an 
unhealthy situation. 

o Negative: Suggests avoidance of necessary endings, fear of change, or 
emotional stagnation. 

 

14. Temperance 
• Upright Meaning: Balance, moderation, and harmony. Temperance represents the 

need to find balance in life, blending opposing forces to create a harmonious whole. 
o Positive: Encourages patience, equilibrium, and the pursuit of moderation in 

all things. 
• Reversed Meaning: Imbalance, excess, or lack of harmony. The reversed 

Temperance card suggests being out of sync, overindulgence, or difficulty finding 
middle ground. 

o Negative: Suggests extremes, chaos, or lacking control over situations. 

 

15. The Devil 
• Upright Meaning: Bondage, materialism, temptation, and addiction. The Devil 

represents being trapped by destructive behaviours, fear, or unhealthy attachments. 
o Positive: Encourages confronting shadows, recognizing limitations, and 

freeing oneself from unhealthy patterns. 
• Reversed Meaning: Release, liberation, or overcoming addiction. The reversed Devil 

can indicate breaking free from toxic situations or gaining control over destructive 
habits. 

o Negative: Suggests repression, denial, or continued entrapment by unhealthy 
influences. 



 

16. The Tower 
• Upright Meaning: Sudden upheaval, destruction, and revelation. The Tower 

represents chaos, but also the tearing down of false beliefs or structures to make way 
for growth. 

o Positive: Encourages embracing necessary change, even when it’s disruptive, 
for long-term growth. 

• Reversed Meaning: Avoidance of disaster or fear of change. The reversed Tower can 
indicate resistance to inevitable transformation or the avoidance of dealing with 
difficult situations. 

o Negative: Suggests denial of impending change, fear of loss, or lingering 
instability. 

 

17. The Star 
• Upright Meaning: Hope, inspiration, and spiritual renewal. The Star represents 

healing, positivity, and the sense of being guided by higher forces toward a brighter 
future. 

o Positive: Suggests optimism, faith, and a period of peace and healing after 
hardship. 

• Reversed Meaning: Hopelessness, lack of faith, or feeling disconnected from 
purpose. The reversed Star can indicate discouragement or losing sight of one's goals. 

o Negative: Suggests despair, lack of direction, or giving up hope. 

 

18. The Moon 
• Upright Meaning: Illusion, intuition, and the subconscious. The Moon reflects 

confusion, deception, and the influence of hidden forces or emotions. 
o Positive: Encourages deep introspection, trusting intuition, and navigating 

uncertainty with caution. 
• Reversed Meaning: Clarity, releasing fears, or overcoming confusion. The reversed 

Moon can signify gaining insight into a confusing situation or moving past illusion. 
o Negative: Suggests paranoia, delusion, or clinging to fear-based thinking. 

 

19. The Sun 
• Upright Meaning: Joy, success, vitality, and positivity. The Sun represents 

happiness, achievement, and the illumination of truth, bringing warmth and 
confidence. 



o Positive: Encourages optimism, personal growth, and celebration of success 
and fulfilment. 

• Reversed Meaning: Delayed success, lack of confidence, or temporary setbacks. The 
reversed Sun may suggest diminished enthusiasm, hidden truths, or feeling blocked 
from happiness. 

o Negative: Suggests self-doubt, temporary challenges, or the inability to see the 
good in a situation. 

 

20. Judgment 
• Upright Meaning: Awakening, renewal, and self-reflection. Judgment calls for self-

assessment, spiritual awakening, or making amends for past mistakes. 
o Positive: Encourages taking responsibility, embracing change, and moving 

forward with clarity. 
• Reversed Meaning: Self-doubt, failure to heed a calling, or stagnation. The reversed 

Judgment card can indicate ignoring a spiritual call, feeling stuck in the past, or being 
too harsh on oneself. 

o Negative: Suggests avoiding necessary change or refusing to learn from past 
experiences. 

 

21. The World 
• Upright Meaning: Completion, fulfilment, and integration. The World signifies the 

successful conclusion of a journey, bringing a sense of accomplishment and 
wholeness. 

o Positive: Encourages celebrating achievements, reflecting on lessons learned, 
and preparing for a new phase of life. 

• Reversed Meaning: Incomplete projects, delays, or feeling stuck. The reversed 
World can indicate unfinished business, delays in reaching goals, or a sense of 
incompletion. 

o Negative: Suggests dissatisfaction, delays in success, or obstacles preventing 
completion. 

 

 

 


